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INFOWORLD HONORS COMPELLENT WITH 2008 TECHNOLOGY OF THE YEAR AWARD 

 
Compellent Storage Center Named “Best SAN” for Second Consecutive Year 

 
EDEN PRAIRIE, Minn., Jan. 7, 2008 – Compellent Technologies, Inc. (NYSE Arca: CML) today 
announced its storage area network (SAN) was named “Best SAN” as part of the InfoWorld 
2008 Technology of the Year Awards. Having also won in 2006, Compellent is the first 
enterprise storage provider to earn the “Best SAN” distinction in consecutive years (Editor’s 
note: InfoWorld did not designate a Best SAN award in 2007). 
 
IDG's InfoWorld, the leading integrated media brand for IT decision makers, recognized 45 
products across nine general categories in its 2008 Technology of the Year honors. Selected by 
InfoWorld Test Center editors and reviewers, the annual awards identify the best and most 
innovative products on the IT landscape.  
 
"InfoWorld tests upwards of 200 IT products every year, and we see many, many good ones," 
said Doug Dineley, InfoWorld's Test Center Executive Editor. "Our Technology of the Year 
award winners represent not only the cream of the crop, but the best products in the most 
important product categories. From the top AJAX development tools and SOA middleware to 
the best blade servers and VoIP systems, these are the products at the leading edge of IT." 
  
According to InfoWorld, “The Compellent Storage Center is the best SAN we've tested, with the 
broadest feature set and the greatest ease of use...Compellent's level of maturity, both in 
feature set and ease of use, places it alone at the pinnacle of midrange systems and even 
compares favorably with top-tier systems." The SAN received a perfect score of ten for 
manageability when reviewed by InfoWorld, supported by first-rate marks for its automated 
tiered storage, scalability and Copilot support program. 
 
“From the start, our product has been infused with feedback from end-users and channel 
partners, resulting in a technology that meets constantly changing storage needs,” explained 
Phil Soran, president and CEO, Compellent. “Companies continue to seek out SAN systems 
that allow them to cut storage, power and cooling costs to make their data centers greener and 
easier to manage with existing resources. We’re thrilled to share this honor with our loyal 
customer base and dedicated business partners.” 
 
The Compellent SAN has been reviewed extensively by the InfoWorld Test Center for the past 
three years. For more information, please visit: 

• “Midrange SANs master high-end features,” July 5, 2007 
• “Midrange SANs with high-end features from Compellent, Xiotech,” Feb. 24, 2006 
• “Starter SANs suit many needs,” Jan. 28, 2005 

 



InfoWorld's Technology of the Year Awards are not open to outside nominations. Winners are 
drawn from all of the products tested during the past year, with the final selections made by 
InfoWorld's Test Center staff. All products reviewed by the Test Center are eligible to win. Full 
results appear on InfoWorld.com. 
 
About InfoWorld Media Group 
InfoWorld Media Group helps IT Decision Makers choose the right technology, within the 
context of a cohesive strategy for business impact at their organizations. InfoWorld identifies 
and promotes emerging technology segments that add unique value for the organizations that 
implement them, as well as the vendors that provide those solutions. Using an integrated 
communications approach including online, events, research, and a continued investment in an 
independent Test Center, InfoWorld analysts and editors provide hands-on analysis and 
evaluation, as well as expert commentary on issues surrounding emerging technologies and 
products. Visit InfoWorld at http://www.infoworld.com. 
 
About International Data Group  
International Data Group (IDG) is the world's leading technology media, events, and research 
company. IDG’s online network includes more than 450 web sites spanning business 
technology, consumer technology, digital entertainment and video games worldwide. IDG also 
publishes more than 300 magazines and newspapers in 85 countries. IDG's media brands 
include CIO, CSO, Computerworld, GamePro, InfoWorld, Macworld, Network World, and PC 
World. IDG’s lead-generation service, IDG Connect, matches technology companies with an 
audience of engaged, high-quality IT professionals, influencers, and decision makers. 
 
IDG is a leading producer of more than 750 technology-related events including Macworld 
Conference & Expo, LinuxWorld Conference & Expo, Entertainment for All Expo (E for All), 
DEMO, Storage Networking World, and IDC Directions. IDC, a subsidiary of IDG, is the premier 
global provider of market intelligence, advisory services, and events. Over 900 IDC analysts in 
more than 90 countries provide global, regional, and local expertise on technology and industry 
opportunities and trends. 
 
Additional information about IDG, a privately held company, is available at http://www.idg.com. 
 
About Compellent 
Compellent is a leading provider of enterprise-class network storage solutions that are highly 
scalable, feature-rich and designed to be easy to use and cost effective. Compellent 
Technologies’ principal offices are located in Eden Prairie, Minn. For more information, please 
visit: http://www.compellent.com.  
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